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not only they differ from us; they are unlike the reſt 


has Caprices ; but they are the Preju 


' ſettled though built on falſe F oundations; an Eng- 
4 i/hman 1255 no filed Ideas: His Prejudices are not of his 
Country, but againſt ſome particular Parts or Maxims of his 
Country ; his Caprices are his own; they are the eſſential 
Proofs of "bis Liberty. In France they have a high Notion 


of their King; they will ſtab him, hut they will not hate | 


bim. An Engliſhman loves or hates his King once or twice 
in a Winter, Ad that for no Reaſon, but becauſe he loves 


or hates the Miniſtry in being, They do not oppoſe their 


King from Diſlike of Royal Power, but to avail themielves 


of his Power ; they try to level it till they can mount upon 
it. I hey are as little in Earneſt about Liberty. To have 
the Nation free] Nobody means it. To have the e if 


enflaved ; they deſire it not: Were there Vaſſals, 


would be the Vaſlals of the Crown, or of the 8 5 


while all are free to ſell their Liberty, the richeſt orcrafticft 
may purchaſe i ED 
on "1 


HAVE told bes, this People a are e % 


of the Weſtern World; a Frenchman has WL i N 
tion, 1 are the Caprices of his Age. A Frenchman has N 


. 
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he have ſaid, that they have no general Ideas ; they have 

; but they have general Names. F ormerly they had 

_ Patties” now -they have -three Factions, and each of 
thoſe Factions has ſomething of the Name, or ſomething of 
the Principles of each of thoſe Parties. In my laſt I told 
thee, that the ſecond Faction in Magnitude had difplaced 


the leaſt Faction, and that a new Miniſtry would immediate- 


ly be appointed. I:deceived thee; I was deceived. I did 
not believe ſo becauſe I was told ſo : Here one is told ſome- 
thing every day; the People demand to be told ſomething, 

no Matter what : If a Politician, a Miniſter, a, Member of 
their Aſſembly was myſterious and refuſed to impart ſome- 
thing to an Enquirer, he would make. an Enemy : If he 
tells a Lie, it is no Offence ;_ he is communicative; that is 
ſufficient to a free People : All they aſk is News; a Falſe- 
hood is as much News as Truth. Why I believed a Miniſ- 
try would ſoon be named, was; I thought that in a Coun- 


try where the w hole real Bulinef of their General pray 


was to chuſe Miniſters, they could never be without : 


was deceived. I thought that when a Prince diſmiſſed one 
Miniſter, he would take another: I was deceived. 1 
thought when a Nation was engaged in a great War with 


a ſuperior Power, that they muſt have Council; I was 


deceived : Reaſon in China is not Reaſon in England. An 
Officer of the Treaſury may be diſplaced, and a Judge can 


execute his Office. Their High-Prieſt died lately ; I waited 


to ſee from what Profeſſion, which had nothing to do with | 


1 1 his Succeſſor would be choſen, 
When a Day or two 6124 paſſed, I aſked when a new v Mi- 


n ai would be named; I heard ſeveral aſk the ſame Queſ- 


tion. I was told, Wen the Enquiries were over. I found 


this ſatisfied every Body but me. I aſked what he Engqui- 
ries were. By the ſcanty Knowledge I have of their Lan- 
guage, I concluded it ſignified, an Enquiry who was fit 
to be Miniftcr-—No ſuch Thing They never enquire be- 
forchand. 
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| | HE 
forehand. Sometimes, as in the preſent Caſe, they enquire 
|| whether a former Miniſter had been fit to be ſo. Know, 
| that laſt Year the Engliſb loſt a valuable Iſland: The Peo- 
1 plwKkẽb were enraged; they blamed the Admiral who com- 
j manded their Fleet; the Admiral who directed their Fleet; 
their chief Judge, their chief Treaſurer, their chief Secretary. 


| The firſt Admiral was impriſoned ; the reſt quarrelled and 
gave up their Employments. The chief Man of the little 
| Faction was made Miniſter, and his Friends got Places; yet 


the Friends of the other two Factions retained theirs. An 

Enquiry or Trial of the late Miniſters was determined : The 

impriſoned Admiral was tried, acquitted, condemned and 

put to Death. The Trials of the others were delayed. At 

laſt they were tried Not as I expected, whether they 

were guilty, but whether they ſhould be Miniſters again or 

not. If the executed Admiral had lived, he too might be a 

Miniſter. e as this Trial began, the new Heal of the 

Admiralty forgot to make a Bow to the King—Upon which 

he and all his Friends were diſplaced, I underſtood this: 
As the Engliſh are more free than we are, I conceived that 
this was a Puniſhment proportioned to their Ideas of of — 

fended Majeſty, and reffected how ſeverely one of our b 

Countrymen would be dealt with, who ſhould affront the 

Dignity of our Auguſt Emperor. I was again deceived 4 

this Mandarin is likely to be again a Miniſter. As his 

Friends have great Weight in the General Aſſembly where 

the Trials are held, I concluded they would perſecute their 
- Antagoniſts, and I deplored the Fate of thoſe unhappy Men 
who would be at the Mercy of their bittereſt Enemies. 
There is no Rule for judging of this People. The third | 
Faction who were in the Nature of Judges, would only try 
Facts and not Perſons ; and even if they could have puniſh- 
ed Facts, they ſhowed they were not unmerciful. I do not 
underſtand this Nation. x | _ | | 
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What will ſurprize thee more, the chief Men of the Ca- 
pital have beſtowed high Honours on the third Faction for 
95 95 being 
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being diſmiſſed from the Government: And the Honours : 


they have beſtowed are a Permiſſion to exerciſe a Trade, 


Which the Perſons fo diſtinguiſhed would think N 


beneath them to follow. Doſt thou comprehend this ? 

But the Enquiries are finiſhed——Thou wilt aſk me, how! 
I know not-—Only I have been told that the General Aſ 
ſembly affirmed that certain Things, which all the Land 
knew before, did or did not happen. Thou will attribute 
this ridiculous Account to my Ignorance of the Language 


or Manners of the Country; in Truth I am not Maſter of 
either; but 1 know the Language of the French ; theſe 


very Relations that I ſend thee, are tranſlated into French, 


and the Eugliſb ſcruple not to ſend them all over Europe, 


where the French Language is underſtood, 


Now thou wilt ſay, my Friend Xo Ho, leave theſe /; IR : 
which thou doſt not underſtand, or canſt not explain; and 


paſs on to Facts: Tell me, thou wilt fay, now the Trials 


are finiſhed, who are the new Miniſters ? From which Fac- 


tion are they choſen - By Cong-fou-t/ee *, thou wilt believe 


as little what I ſhall tell thee, as what I have already deli- 


vered. Their King, who diſmiſſed a whole Miniſtry, be- 


cauſe one of them did not humble himſelf enough before 
the Throne, is gone into the Country, without knowing 


who are to be his Miniſters —How | how! Thou wilt cr /; 


22 Monarch left his Capital, without appointing a Mi- 
| For what is he gone into the Country? To viſit his 


en To diſtribute Juſtice ? To; multer his Army? 


Alas! alas! dear Lien Chi; England is not China— 
Hear, and J will tell thee briefly. "The Engliſh have no 


Sun, no Summer as we have, at leaſt their Sun does not 


ſcorch like ours. T hey content themſelves with Names : 


At a certain Time of the Year they leave their Capital, 
and that makes Summer; they go out of the City, and 
that makes the Country. Their Monarch, when he goes 


into the Country, paſſes in his Calaſh by a Row of high 


Trees, goes along a Gravel Walk, croſſes one of the chief 
Streets, 


» C:infſutins. 
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| 
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Streets, is driven by the Side of a Canal between two Rows 
of Lamps, at the End of which. he has a ſmall Houſe, and 
then he is ſuppoſed to be in the Country. I ſaw- this Ce- 


remony Yeſterday ; as ſoon as he was gone, the Men put 


on under Veſtments of white Linnen, and the Women left 


off thoſe vaſt Draperies, which they call Hoops, and which 
I have deſoribed to thee; and then all the Men and all the 
Women ſaid it was Jag If thou wilt believe me, I am 


now waking to thee before a Fire. 


At the Top of the G Soy” Walk, as has King paſſed, 
was a large Company of Youths and Boys, newly clad as 
Mariners, who are cloathed by private Contributions; for 
private Perſons are rich, the Public is poor; and nothing 


is well done, but by theſe Starts and Devices. The King 


has given a thouſand Pieces of Gold to this Inſtitution, not 
as King, but in his private Capacity, which here they diſ- 
tinguiſh, If he had given them; a thouſand Pieces of his 
public Money, not one half would have come to the 
Vouths, but would have been embezzled by the Officers of 
the Revenue. Theſe Youths were commanded by no Oi- 
ficer in the Sea-Service, but by the only civil Magiſtrate 
they have; and he is totally blind. He commands their 
Charities, i of being the Object of them. Every 


Thing here is reverſed. | ; 


Thou wilt be impatient to hear why the King has ap- 
pointed no Miniſtry ; if I may believe a Man who has al- 


ways hitherto told me Truth, the King has no more 
to do with the Choice of his Miniſtry, than thou with that 


of our ſerene Emperor. Thou wilt reply ; but can the 
King of England unmake his Miniſters, and not make 
them? Truly I know not how that is. He has left the 
Town, and when a Miniſtry is formed, he is to be made ac- 

uainted with it. The three Factions are dealing with 
each other to come to ſome Agreement, and to whatever 


they agree, the King muſt. Thou wilt fay ; then he is no 


King. 


I'S) 

King. I anſwer; not according to thy Ideas: The En- 
gf think differently. Well! wilt thou fay ; but in thy 
other Letters thou haſt deſcribed the People of England as 
not ſo eaſily ſatisfied: Will they ſuffer three F actions of 
different Merits and Principles to lord it over both King 
and People? Will thoſe who value royal Authority, not re- 
gret the Annihilation of it? Will thoſe who think the an- 
cient Miniſters guilty, not be offended, if they are again 
employed Will thoſe who rewarded the: leaſt Faction for 
being diſmiſſed, not reſent their uniting with thoſe who 
contributed to their Expulſion? My Friend Lien Chi, I 

tell thee Things as they are; I pretend not to account for 
the Conduct of Engliſhmen ; ; I told thee before, they are 
incomprehenſible. It is but lately that a Man entered into 
the King's Service, and vacated his Seat in the General 
Aſſembly by it: The King puniſhed him for it, and would 
not let him be re-admitted into'the General Aſſembly yet 
the Man who bowed not to — _ may Be rewarded for 
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